FAMILIAR   SCENE    IN    THE   COUNTRY    DISTRICTS   OF   CZECHOSLOVAKIA    DURING   THE    HEMP    HARVESTS
After the steeping, the retting process takes place in order to destroy cohesion among the fibres by rotting.    When the membrane, or rind, becomes loose, it is
a sign that thft stalks are sufficiently macerated, and then, thoroughly dried in the sun, they aro beaten  on a block of wood by a wooden  mallet, and  Hghtly
Chopped with a long wooden chopf^r.    These processes demand much patience, for the peasant knows no labour-saving devices in  the linen-making industry
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